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.. Respondentis
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For the Vigilance : Mz Arvird Kuvag, SpLPP (Vigilace)
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BIHAR GETS FOUR
WEEKS TO REPLY
IN BMSICL CASE

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The Patna high courton
Tuesday gave the Bihar govern-
ment four weeks to file its coun-
ter affidavit in a case alleging
irregularities in the procure-
ment of microwave-based bio-
medical waste sterilisation sys-
tems and associated items for
government health facilities.

A division bench of acting
chief justice Sudhir Singh and
justice Rajesh Kumar Verma
granted the additional time and
posted the matter for further
hearing on October 6.

The court had given the state
and the Bihar Medical Services
Infrastructure Corporation Lim-
ited (BMSICL), which handles
procurement s, four weeks to file
their replies on July 13. The mat-
ter was subsequently listed for
August 10.

At the next hearing, the court
granted another four weeks after
BMSICL sought additional time,

Appearing for petitioner
Kaushlesh Kumar, senior advo-
cate Sanjeev Kumar Mishra told
the court that despite two orders,
the state had not filed its counter
affidavit. He also submitted that
BMSICL's affidavit did not
address paragraph 12 of the peti-
tion, which alleged a stark differ-
ence between the market price
and the rate at which biomedical
dustbins were procured.

Kumar has sought directions
for stoppage of payments, regis-
tration of FIR and a vigilance or
CBI probe. He alleged a tender
floated in 2023 was manipulated
to favour a particular firm.

Following a plaint by Kumar.
on August 21, health minister
Nishant directed action into alle-
gations of financial irregulari-
ties. tender manipulation and
corruption in the procurement
of microwave-compatible dust-
bins and customised biodegrad-
able bags by BMSICL between
2024 and 2026.
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